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• Why do we need forest certification?

• UK timber market and sources

• CPET and approved certification schemes

• Differences between the schemes

• Drivers for certification

• Inclusive specification clauses

• Chain of Custody

• Project Certification
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Anticipated Outcomes
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By the end of this CPD session you will have an understanding of:

• the background to forest certification and the drivers

• the UK timber market and sources

• the CPET compliant schemes, and the differences between them

• what an inclusive specification clause looks like

• how Chain of Custody works

• the role of Project Certification
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Why do we need Forest Certification?

Unsustainable Harvesting
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Photo: iStock
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Why do we need Forest Certification?

Unsustainable Harvesting

9 Source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
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Sustainable Forest Management
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Photo: SusConSol
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Global Forest Watch
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Global Forest Watch
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Global Forest Watch
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UK Timber Market

2020 UK Timber Consumption (Thousand m3)*
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*2021 Forestry Commission Statistics Report

Figures exclude CLT & Glulam

Total UK Consumption: 

16.16 million m3

         
     

         
   

                  
     

           
         

        
     

         



UK Timber Market

Preferred by Nature Legality Risk Map
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Preferred by Nature



UK Timber Market

2020 Timber Sources (Thousand m3)*
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*2021 Forestry Commission Statistics Report

Figures exclude CLT & Glulam

        

        

         

          

          

          
                             

         

           

                



UK Timber Market

2020 UK Supply v Imports*
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UK Produced

Imported92% from EU, 1% Norway, 6% from Russia

62% EU,  14% USA,  6% Norway, 3% Canada, 5% Cameroon, 2% Malaysia, 8% Other

16% EU, 40% China, 20% Brazil, 7% Russia, 5% Malaysia, 3% Indonesia, 9% Other

98% from EU, 1% Russia

90% from EU, 5% Russia, 4% China, 1% Other

*2020 Forestry Commission Statistics Report

Figures exclude CLT and Glulam
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CPET
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Advised Government departments and their suppliers on how to meet the 

UK Government’s Timber Procurement Policy (UK TPP).

Category A evidence (independent forest certification schemes)

• Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC)

• Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

Category B evidence (all other forms of evidence)

• UK Forestry Standard source (e.g. Grown in Britain (GiB) certified)

• Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) licenced

• Compliance with the ‘Framework for evaluating category B evidence’



CPET

CPET Compliant Schemes
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PEFC FSC GiB FLEGT

Ensures forestry legal compliance ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Ensures forest sustainability ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
1

Robust accreditation and certification process ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
2

Robust chain of custody process ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Above audited for compliance with CPET3
✓

63/66
✓

62/66
 

1 EU Evaluation Report “…Sustainable Forest Management is unclear and needs to be made more explicit.”
2 EU Evaluation Report “…monitoring of FLEGT Action should be improved.”
3 Independent review carried out in 2014/2015 on behalf of the CPET reference board



CPET

Forestry Certification Scheme Differences
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IAF ISEAL

FSC National 

Standard

UK Forestry 

Standard



CPET
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PEFC FSC FSC/PEFC Developing

Forestry Certification Scheme Coverage
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Certification Drivers

Government Timber Procurement Policy

27

The UK Government’s Timber Procurement Policy (TPP) states that:

• Only timber and wood-derived products originating from an 

independently verifiable Legal and Sustainable source (which can 

include from a FLEGT partner) will be demanded for use on the 

government estate;

• Appropriate documentation will be required to prove it;

• Applies to all virgin timber and wood-derived products used on the 

government estate, including temporary site works and material 

supplied by suppliers.

UK Government Timber Procurement Policy

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/timber-procurement-policy-tpp-prove-legality-and-sustainablity


Certification Drivers

UK Timber Regulation
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‘The Timber and Timber Products (Placing on 

the Market) Regulations 2013’ based on EUTR

Defines two types of organisation:

• Operator (e.g. Timber Importer)

• Trader (e.g. Contractor)



Certification Drivers
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www.WoodForGood.com

Timber Development UK 

Embodied Carbon 

Technical Paper

http://www.woodforgood.com/
https://ttf.co.uk/48100-2/
https://ttf.co.uk/48100-2/


Certification Drivers

Building Certification Schemes
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The following building certification schemes all have sustainable timber 

requirements:

• Mat 3 Responsible Sourcing - PEFC or FSC (GiB1)

• MR Credit Sourcing Raw Materials - PEFC or FSC

• D20 Timber - PEFC, FSC or GiB

1 Prerequisite only
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UN Sustainable Development Goals



Certification Drivers

Reputational
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All photos Greenpeace/Cobbing
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Specifying Timber

Inclusive Specification Clauses
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An inclusive sustainable timber specification clause should include:

• Reference to timber and other wood based products

• Definition of the scope, e.g. temporary and permanent works

• Reference to the UK Government’s Central Point of Expertise on Timber 

(CPET) definition of legal and sustainable

• Requirement for Chain of Custody to the site of use

• Examples of schemes that meet the above criteria



Specifying Timber

Example Specification Clause
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The following is an example of an inclusive specification clause:

“                          p                      p         

permanent inclusion in the works must be from legal and sustainable 

sources, as defined by the UK Government Central Point of Expertise 

on Timber (CPET), and be delivered to site with full chain of custody.

Chain of custody certification schemes recognised as meeting the 

above include:

• Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC); 

• Forest Stewardship Council (FSC); and

• G                (G  ).”



Specifying Timber

NBS Specification Options
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Specifying Timber

Industry Examples
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“Insist all timber and wood based products (for temporary and 

permanent use) are from certified legal and sustainable sources 

as defined by the UK Government Central Point of Expertise on 

Timber (CPET), delivered with full Chain of Custody” and 

“We proudly support the UK sustainable timber market by 

procuring Grown in Britain certified timber when it is available.”
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Chain of Custody

What is Chain of Custody
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Chain of Custody is defined as:

“                                                      k  g           

material from the forest to the final product to ensure that the wood, 

wood fibre or non-wood forest material contained in the product or 

p                             k                     .”

But what does this actually mean in practice?



Chain of Custody

How Does Chain of Custody Work
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Note: End user (e.g. construction site) 

does not need certification but could 

choose Project Certification.



Chain of Custody

How Does Chain of Custody Work
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Note: End user (e.g. construction site) 

does not need certification but could 

choose Project Certification.



Chain of Custody

How Does Chain of Custody Work
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Note: End user (e.g. construction site) 

does not need certification but could 

choose Project Certification.



Chain of Custody

Chain of Custody Certificate
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• Correct supplier name

• Correct head office 

address

• Correct scope

• Products supplied listed

• Certificate number

• Start date and expiry date 

within project dates

• Where supplier has more 

than one depot, ensure 

Appendix lists all sites



Chain of Custody

Chain of Custody Certificate Website Check
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• Search by supplier name 

and/or certificate number

• Find depot and click on 

‘More info’

• Confirm depot address

• Certificate number

• Validity and expiry date 

PEFC: www.pefc.org/find-certified

FSC: https://info.fsc.org/

GiB: www.growninbritain.org/directory

http://www.pefc.org/find-certified
https://info.fsc.org/
http://www.growninbritain.org/directory


Chain of Custody

Materials Delivery
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Chain of Custody

Delivery Note Information
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• Supplied from the supplier 

and depot on the certificate

• Correct delivery address 

(site not customer’s office!)

• Delivery date within validity

• Correct product description 

and valid product claim

• Chain of Custody 

Certificate number

• Quantity (that can be used 

to calculate total m3)



Chain of Custody

Chain of Custody Claims and Labels

50

FSC Claims

• FSC 100%

• FSC Mix xx%1 / FSC Mix Credit

• FSC Recycled xx% / FSC 

Recycled Credit

• FSC Controlled Wood

FSC Labels

• FSC 100%, FSC Mix2, FSC 

Recycled

PEFC Claims

• 100% PEFC Origin

• xx% PEFC Certified1

• PEFC Controlled 

Sources

PEFC Labels

• PEFC Certified2

• PEFC Recycled

1 CPET requires minimum 70% certified material   2 Minimum 70% certified material

GiB Claims

• GiB-FP

• GiB-S

• GiB-F

• GiB-CP

• GiB-LO

GiB Labels

• GiB-FP

• GiB-S
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Chain of Custody Claims and Labels
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FSC Claims

• FSC 100%

• FSC Mix xx%1 / FSC Mix Credit

• FSC Recycled xx% / FSC 

Recycled Credit

• FSC Controlled Wood

FSC Labels

• FSC 100%, FSC Mix2, FSC 

Recycled

PEFC Claims

• 100% PEFC Origin

• xx% PEFC Certified1

• PEFC Controlled 

Sources

PEFC Labels

• PEFC Certified2

• PEFC Recycled

GiB Claims

• GiB-FP

• GiB-S

• GiB-F

• GiB-CP

• GiB-LO

GiB Labels

• GiB-FP

• GiB-S

1 CPET requires minimum 70% certified material   2 Minimum 70% certified material
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Chain of Custody Claims
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100%
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Project Certification

Project Certification Requirements
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FSC Project Certification

• Full certification requires minimum 

of 50% FSC certified material

• Remainder to be ‘FSC Controlled 

Wood’ or ‘Other reclaimed’

• Partial certification can be used 

for specific components

• Allows use of FSC trademark

• Issues a final certificate

PEFC Project Certification

• No minimum percentage of PEFC 

material required

• Due diligence system required for 

all ‘Other non-certified material’

• Partial certification can be used 

for specific components

• Allows use of PEFC trademark

• Issues a final certificate

Note: The due diligence requirements for the two schemes vary considerably



Project Certification

PEFC Certified Projects
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Olympic Park - Photo: Olympic Delivery Authority

Kingsgate House - Photo: PEFC
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We trust you now have a better understanding of Responsible Timber 

Sourcing and ask that you action the following:

• Ensure responsible timber procurement is on your sustainability agenda

• Consider what timber you specify and where this may be sourced from

• Ensure you specify timber certification schemes that meet the CPET 

requirements (PEFC, FSC, GiB)

• Ensure your timber is delivered to the project with full Chain of Custody

Thank You.     Please complete our online feedback at: 

https://forms.office.com/r/Y52mxwERGG

https://forms.office.com/r/Y52mxwERGG
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Photo: Robertson and Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners

Photo: Hawkins Brown

Photo: Stora Enso 

Questions?
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PEFC UK

Alun Watkins

Executive Director

Sheffield Technology Parks, Cooper Buildings, 

Arundel Street , Sheffield S1 2NS

Phone: 07757 623314

Email: awatkins@pefc.co.uk

www.pefc.co.uk

Thank You

@AlunPEFCUK

@PEFC_UK

http://www.pefc.co.uk/
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Contact Details
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Sustainable Construction Solutions Ltd

Charlie Law

Managing Director

Heron Close, Uxbridge, Middx. UB8 1BJ

Phone: 07768 707669

Email: claw@susconsol.co.uk

www.SusConSol.co.uk

@CharlesLaw_SCS

Thank You


